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He plays vibraphone in both Soundscape Orchestra and Firm roots. 
Åstrand also plays the vibes in the big band Ann-Sofie Söderqvist Jazz 
Orchestra, and can be heard on the album Move. 
 
The duo Vibes and Bass (Mikael Berglund, bass, Anders Åstrand mallets) 
has released three albums with original music: Seven Thoughts, Frantelunia, 
and the latest, Watercolors. His own groups include WÅG (Mattias Wager 



Nick Zielinski’s music is rooted in improvisation, focusing on deep 
listening and the transformation of nostalgic audio artifacts into electro-
acoustic sound collages. His work, balancing parody and pastiche, aims to 
evoke moments of meaning, insight, and aesthetic enjoyment. In both live 
performances and digital recordings, Nick uses a blend of acoustic 
instruments (mainly drums) and digital tools created with Pure Data and 
VCV Rack. His computer acts as a repository of samples, drawn from 
childhood memories and early creative efforts, which are then processed 
and reimagined. By integrating algorithmic processes, he adds an element 
of unpredictability, keeping the music fresh and improvisational. Nick was 
featured as a soloist at MOXSonic in March 2024 and received a NEA and 
Iowa Arts Council grant for his “Decorah ArtHaus Improvisor’s 
Orchestra” project in 2023. Since 2021, he has recorded seven albums, 
including two solo works. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We collectively acknowledge that Lawrence University is situated on 
the ancestral homelands of the Menominee and Ho-Chunk people. 

 


